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j NORWICH. 41 a fall Court of Mavozatry, 8 
eld the 20th of June, 1764: hs 


G That Jonn PREss, Eſq; and 

WW NockoLD TromePson, Eſq; be, ad they 

are hereby appointed to wait upon the Rev. 
Mr. Joun GREENE, to return him the Thanks 
of this Court, for his excellent Sermon preach- 
ed before this Court on the 19th Inſtant, being 
the Day on which Mr. Ma vox was ſworn into 
his Office; and to requeſt him to print the 


PEE By the COURT, _. 
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Tur RIGHT WORSHIPFUL. 


 Jonn DxsLxV, Eſq; 
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humble Servant, 


JohN GREENE. 
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+. Pavz, at his: departure, into Sj: 
donia, had appointed Timotby—y Mw 


unn GLT1 
10 own ſon in 
* i . he Miles * his ST 0 V. in che Faith 


to preſide over the Churches © f 
neighbouring Proyinces. a ſolicitous for 


— a he 


Epheſus and en, 


the ſucceſs, of his Miniſtry, he . W's es two E- 
pi tles the new 31 whi 1 che, dat 


"though . abient Nba go was preſent with 
him in irit:” And in which the wann .affe@tion 
of the generous... Friend: th, exceeded only, by che 
honeſt zeal. of, tho chriſtian N CNT \Apoltte, N ; At N «WH 


2413 7 157 112 Ii big 145 el. 33 > oval N 


Tus fituation tion of Ti mothy at Epheſus was, on 
am accounts, at what time extremely nice and 
erdtical : expoſed. on. the;pne hand t the bigoted 
MNMiulice of the Jewiſh Zealots, and on the other to 

the 


n 14 ; 

te Reſentment and Prifocriting of the Roman 
Governor. We know what Inſtructions might 
have been expected under ſuch Circumſtances from 
an intriguing Head of a certain modern religious 
Order, who have diſgraced the game of their 
bleſſed Maſter by which they are blaſphemouſly 
_ diſtinguiſhed :>We may eaſily "gueſs too at the 
Directions which a Prime Miniſter of the ambitious 

and cruel Impoſtor of the Eaſt would have given. 
to an Agent in whom he might have confided, 
on ſuch an occaſion. An arffal, ſecret, poiſonous 
Sedition would probably have convulſed the State, 
pan the ſuggeſtions of the former A open, 
| aring Rebellion would have deluged it with Blood 8 
er Bs the Auſpices of the latter. Let us now 
hear the Inſtructions delivered by an Apoſtle of | 
the mild and merci Ixsus. "T- erbort, faith 
He, that ft 7 all,” Supp ications, Prayers, 
Interceſtont, and g wing of Thanks be made for 
all Men : For Kings, and for all that are in 
Authority : that we may lead 4 quiet and Peace- 
able Life in all Godlingſt and Honey. The 
Duty here enjoined is caſy—and intelligible to the 
meaneſt Capacity: as agreeable to the dictates of 
Nature, as to the genuine ſpirit of the Goſpel: 


* W e and S er of i it wil be 


6 1 2 
ab admitted by All who reflect on al intereſt 
which every Individual muſt have in the Good of 
the Community, and more eſpecially in the Wel- 
fare of thoſe who are at the Head of it: hoſe 
Hearts are in the Rule and Governance of that 
ſupteme Providence by which alone RE reigns 
and. Erie en M7 TE 1 


"i with 7 hs _ judicious Critics We 
clove the preſent Punctuation of the ſecond Verſe, 
by rejecting the Stop which is placed at the begin- 
ning of it, the words of the Text will receive 
a a ſenſe—not foreign indeed from that which they 

now may very well bear; but perhaps rather 
more lively and expreſſive. We ſhall then be 
directed to pray for all Men in general; — in par- 
ticular for Kings and all who are placed in Autho- 
rity, for this End, namely, tbat we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable' Life in all | Godlineſs and Ho- 
neftly. Viewed in this 'light—the words before 
us exhibit a plain but full account of the great 
End and Deſign of Civil Government: And at 
the ſame time that they expreſly point out the 
particular Duty of | thoſe who are intruſted with the 
Adminiſtration of it,—they neceflarily imply the 
| "I of the People who are © ſubject t to it. 8 

92182 Ir 
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Ir we conſult che wretched. ſlaves of arbitrary, 

Jeſpotie Power, we ſhall be told thit al Govern 

ment is abſolute Monarchy: hat · all 1 | 


a4 : divine Right to exerciſe an unlimited Authority 


over---and to exact a paſſive, non-refiſting Obedi- 
ence from their Subjects, let their Laws, or their 
own Conduct, be what chey Will. If ſuch wWere 


really the Caſe, M en would of all God's Creatures 
be molt miſerable :- Life and Thraldom would be 
entered upon together: and they could never quit 


the one, till they parted with the cher. The 


Advocates however for this Doctrint are as con- 


Principles: na wonder indecd- they honddz fince 
Slavery=--and: above alb a'tvohuntary: Slavery, will 


naturally debaſe the Mind, and. obſcure the Under- 
ſtanding. Reaſon and Scripture ſpeak. a different 


language: end bath ufiütg, their afrientliy vice in 


contradicting theſe abject, Theſe navethral, and 


thank Gedi we can how add--ritheſe: antiquated 
and exploded Tenets. The general ſen tif Man- 


kind will: tell ua, tha all Men are bore ſrae; and 
that Corcromeut 33-feunded on.dnuguak Compatb z 


an the Cbaſtut of 2 Community 40 fubimnitito tach 


Laws, and to unite in fiippertingy ſuch w flyiſtenm of 
4 _ n * the'-ends of'a Friend, 


Society, 


bh =in This 


FEW 1 
asset dil cheallle both Life and Property more 
ſafe, agrecable, and permanent. What particular 
Form of Government Men ſhould adopt for theſe 

purpoſes, was left entirely to themſelves. The 
natural Principle however of all, in their original 
Intention, muſt have been the Safety and Good of 
the whole: and That Form muſt certainly be al- 
lowed to be the beſt, the Conſtitution and Admi- 
len of which molt Meter en 20 mo | 


In Wen an of our Creator,” weil, the 
Happineſs of his Creatures: And, as from their 
frame and endowments they can never be happy 
but in Society, nor Society ſubſiſt without Go- 
vernment; ſo we may truly fay, that Government 

nſe—is the appointment of God: and 
that the various Degrees and Powers that are in it, 
are ordained of God. ; They undoubtedly have 
their Power from Sits 3 But then,. be it remem- 
bered that it is only the Power of doing Good: 
for, with due reverence be it ſpoken,. Gad himſelf 
hath no other Power; and no delegated Authority 
can exceed that of the P acipa 


derived. Hence we ſee it is the Honor, the Privi- 
lege, and the Intereſt of ſuch as are intruſted with 
the 
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Wn 1: 
the executive part of Government, to promote the 3H 
glory of God, in whoſe ſtead they are placed, by 
promoting the peace and good order of -thoſe who | 
are under their Care; by encouraging the virtuous; | 
by puniſhing the vicious; and by impartially ren- 
dering unto. all Men according to their Works: 
This is the noble deſign of Civil Government: | 


and however difficult and dangerous even an At- 


tempt to act agreeably to ĩt may be in other Coun- 
tries, where the Will of the Prince is the Law of 
the Subject; yet it is neither difficult nor dangerous 


to perſue and accompliſh it in our own. Such is 


the happy, the envied ſtate of our admirable Con- 
ſtitution, that the Authority of the King himſelf 


is bounded by the Laws: that theſe Laws are 


KNOWN : and that we owe no Obedience to any 
but what we have virtually aſſented to, either | 


Yi 


e, or by our ene 1 


In) is 5 the glory 3's 2 | Britiſh Kin King to 0 be 
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TRE Culkr. MAGISTRATE OF WY PzoPLE: 


a Title of much higher dignity than any of 
thoſe inflated and extravagant Appellations which 
the haughty Tyrants. 'of the Eaſt extort from thei! 


miſerable Vaſſals : A Title which, at the Lime 


Lge that it adds a luſtre to Fer Crown,—refle 
195 an | 


; c 1 
an honor on thoſe who are the Deputies and Vice- 
gerents of it's Power. They are the appointed 
Executors of the Laws, under our Sovereign Lord 
tbe King Let them hear then their duty from 
the Kino or Kines, delivered by the Mouth of 
his Servant David, with an inſpired ſublimity of 
Expreſſion, worthy both the Speaker and the Sub- 
ject. David the Son of Yeſſe ſaid, and the Man 
who Was raiſed on high, the anointed of | the God of 
Jacob, and the Feet Pſalmiſ of Hhrael ſaid + —The 
2 of the Lord fate by me, and bit Word was 
in my T ongue ; ; the God of Iſrael ſaid, the Rock of 
Bruel Hale to me :—He that ruleth over Men, muft 
be JvsT, 1 "ruling in the Pear "of God. The Per- 
fection of Juſtice is the peculiar Attribute of the 
Deity: and is to be expected only from Him in 
whom are hidden all the Treaſures of Wiſdom, 
Knowledge, and Power. But it is che duty of 
Man to imitate his Creator: it is more eſpecially 
incumbent on Him, who is veſted with any ſhare 
in the public Adminiſtration of Juſtice, to act like 
the Repreſentative of Heaven, by ſtanding forth 
the Patron of Virtue, the Scourge of Vice: by 
W and e g ge the Ober and induſtri- 
ah ous: 


88 * 
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mad. Pahno 6g XXIII. 1, 2, 3 
Weptſt Jen. , %% „ 
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ous; and by impartially correcting the idle, the 
' profligate, and the wicked. The beſt Laws, with- 
out a due execution, become a dead letter; and 
ſerve to harden thoſe Offenders whom they were 
deſigned to puniſh and amend. The RuixR there- 


fore who is not a Terror to evil Works, is, in ef- 


fect, an Encourager of them: -And He that is not 
againſt Vice, is for it. He cannot poſſibly Bear the 
Sword in vain: And if it hurt not the lawleſs and 
difobedient, it muſt, in the end, give a fatal Wound 
to thoſe whom it ought. to protect and defend.--- 
But then,---Vigilance over the Conduct of others, 
will but ill ſuit with Inattention to his. own. Like 
a City built upon a Hill, He is conſpicuous to All, | 
He is. particularly obſerved by Many: His Actions 
are a kind of Rule and Standard to thoſe over whom 
placed in mis exalted Station, becomerh exceeding 
Suful. A virtuous Uniformity of Conduct oan 
alone ſecure to him che full dignity of his Office: 
when the Max counteracts the MAGISTRATE» 
both. Characters will fink into general Contempt, 
_ Hz alone is worthy to rule over others-- who can 
properly rule Himſelf : whoſe own Example i is a live 
ing Comment on the Laws he is bound to enforce : 
and who in his public and private Conduct ſhews, 
: . that 
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I 1 
that 1 is ever · attentiye to cat ſtrict and aten 


Account which he muſt one day tender of Both, 
ſhore neee ee, 


They! cho ese a er 
Ass Bach our bleſſed Saviour are called 
BENMEYACT ORS; alluding to the Vanity of 
ſome wicked Princes of thoſe Times, who, with 
4 kind of faſhionable Affe ctation, aſſumed to 
5 e And thus added a taunting 
folicits3=. WE” Ie after receives "the Andes which 
are due to 'Virtue': For undoubtedly - this ami- 
able Title is net more juſtly due to Any chan 
to thoſe who have diſtinguiſhed themſelves by an 
impartial Adminiſtration of Juſtice; and are, in 
the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the Words, the Friends and 
BencfaQrs of the Community. Hence Reaſon, 
and Honor, and Gratitulle, and every Cord 
that can draw 'a Man, muſt ſtrongly attach 
our Affections to thoſe whoſe' public Station is, in 
fact, a public Benefit. Every good Man is bound 
by Duty and Intereſt to ſupport, affift, and reve- 
rence a good Magiſtrate. Scripture confirms and 
I this Obligation : W us to offer 


1 54 1 

Welfare; to be ſubjeR to them--=nof only for 
Wrath, but allo far Conſeience: dale; — not 
much from a ſlaviſſi dread of Pu ent, as from 
a a generous regard for our Duty. The Apoſtles ne 

ver omitted any opportunity of enjoining Wer Don- 
verts a Reſpect and Submiſſion to the civil Autho- 
tity of the Government under which they lived: 
They repetedly put them in Mind to be ſuubziet 


0 4 


to Principalities and Powers: to obey Magif- 
traten: Aso render to All their. Dies Tribute to 


vbom Tribute it due Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom ;' Fear 
fo whom. Fear; Honor to whom. Honor. It is 
| impoſſible that the moſt, vigilant Attention, or the 
maſt unbiaſſed Juſtice, in a Magiſtrate ſhould pro- 
duce their deſired SHect, unleſs the People Act in 
| concert with him, and contribute Their Part to- 
- wards ſecuring; to themſelves a quict-4 4. peaceu- 
ble Die. He that. .ruleth muſt ; : do., it apith; dili- 
| (gence * But let thoſe who are under bis Au- 
| thority remember that He who .ruletb. well, 1. 
in the Apoſtle's Opinion, worthy, of double Ho— 
en n and no one who deſerves the Name of a 
Man or aChriſtian will-refuſe to pay it him.,C{The 
ſafety and welfare of the Community require this 
3 a e : And Submiſſion t the 


flary,--- not only for, the 
.only Lords 
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"Fae. 1 
enn for our own. /, The firſt of theſe 
re: ſons wil be ſufficient! to influence the Conduct 
of every one who preſerves any regard to Decency 
and Religion: The latter is addreffed to the groſ- 
| fer feelings of tho who are deaf 10 every thing. 
but) what relates. to their private: Advantage. Both 
would admit of the ſtrongeſt enforcement, were 
any additional Arguments on this Point requiſite, 
Hide proper, And they can be, neither requiſite | 
=-5a0r, perhags; prgper in a-Plage, . where a,general 


good, Onder and! Regularity bear, honorable teſti | 


| mony to the. . Vigilance of; the Magiſtracy, and to 
p ph 7 Submiſſi m0, e Feet "rare 18, only | 
1 Ae © 0a bop, e. e UL A OA 
Obedience t0/t their Authority, br che latter te reap 
; its of a legal defence; and proteftion. = 


| From 15 Þ; mutual, attention, vo their. reſpective = 


duties, All gf, Us baue already.,enjayede--and have 
the faireſt Profpe&. of. ſtill enjoying «| quiet; and 
Praceable. Life : But are we deſirous that this 
| Bleffing ſhould be fixed and laſting ?,=- d be 
extended to our Poſterity, and continued to our- 
145 ſelves even beyond the Grave ? Let us remember 
that we muſt lead this Life ir all Godlineſs and 


1 As. Maha vithout a ſtriet regard to our 
1 ee 
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religious and moral duty, dll 
better than a dangerous Li 


and deceive us for a time; but the Diſcaſe will 
burſt forth with ten-fold Virulence in che end. 


e pe eln n | appearance be 
for a while; but their final Union is unavoida- 
ble, and will continue for ever: At the fame time 
therefore that we ſhun the Paths which are pointed 
out to us by theſe deceitful Guides,” be it our cure 
to perſue thoſe which lead to Comfort and Se- 
curity, both" teraporal and eternal: To act upon. 
ſuch Principles as our Reli 5 F 1 8 
Hearts muſt approve, „ and dur God will re 


and fluctusting Fats 2-= On this Tee OY 
have we my reaſon to hope for Adinittance into | 
that Region of Bliſs, where che Lord Himſelf n 
King,-— And where Al is Pies, Vg, ans 
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